GENERAL ARTICl ES. 


.261 


REMARKABLE CASE OF NECROSIS OF THE SCAPULA 

IN A COW. 

By F. G. Reynolds, M.R.C.V.S., St. Ives, Hunts. 

The cow which is the subject of this note calved in November last 
and retained the cleansing. On the fourth day after parturition her 



Fig. 1. 


right shoulder began to swell, with local symptoms resembling those 
seen in a case of black-leg. Following upon this the muscles and 
part of the skin over the shoulder underwent a process of sloughing, 
to such an extent that the scapula was exposed, and it was 
easily removed by me in the month of March last. Before it was 
removed the exposed portion of bone measured about 6 inches by 
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4 inches, and the whole scapula could be moved up and down under 
the skin. In order to remove it nothing more was necessary than to 
slit up the skin for a certain distance over its upper and lower ends. 
The removed bone is shown in fig. 1. Fig. 2 was taken about ten 
days after the scapula was removed. 

Subsequently the cavity became filled up and the wound almost 
entirely cicatrised. When I last saw the' animal, viz., about the 



Fig. 2 . 

middle of June, I found there was a little pus under the scar, and 
about fourteen days before that I had opened an abscess behind the 
elbow. On pressure with the fingers over the scapular region I 
could ascertain that a large piece of new bone had been formed in 
the position of the original scapula. The cow was in good condition, 
and it was the owner’s intention soon to send her to a butcher. She 
was, of course, very lame, but every day she was putting more weight 
on the limb. 









